
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Best Policy 

A construction worker walked into a fast food restaurant and 
ordered two dinners to go.  When his number was called, he 
picked up the bag, paid the cashier, and left. 

When he arrived at home, he discovered he had been given a 
sack containing the day’s receipts.  He immediately returned 
the bag, just as the manager was reporting the loss to the 
police.  The customer was honest enough to return the 
money, even though he probably could have gotten away with 
keeping it. 

This incident involved a large sum of money, but we must be 
honest in little things as well.  We sometimes wonder why 
Christians are not having a greater spiritual impact on our 
world.  Could it be that many believers are cheating, lying, 
“fudging,” manipulating, and then rationalizing their actions?  
Too often dishonesty is the order of the day, even for 
Christians.  No wonder unbelievers aren’t impressed! 

More important still, honesty is what God demands and 
expects from us.  The apostle Peter said that we are to have 
honourable conduct (1 Peter 2:12).  Then he wrote, “This is 
the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men.”   
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1 Peter 2:11-17  11Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against 
your soul. 12Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 
good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
13Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human 
authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 
14or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to commend those who do right.  15For it is God’s 
will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of 
foolish people.  16Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.  17Show 
proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear 
God, and honour the emperor.  (NIV) 
 

Honesty is not only the best policy… It’s God’s policy 
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